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Once again TMAC met on the USGS office campus in Reston, Virginia, a site that is not 
particularly convenient to anyone living outside of the DC area but which is free and meets 
security clearance and Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) requirements regarding 
public access. A number of us traveled in on Sunday May 8 (Mother’s Day) to meet over 
dinner before the official part of the meeting began, due to our heavy TMAC work load due 
before the end of June. 
 
The first half hour of the first morning was devoted to the annual (or more often) 
mandatory FACA ethics discussion. This time we were fortunate to have someone who 
spoke extemporaneously (rather than reading Power Point slides to us) and actually 
answered questions directly, so although it covered the same general material as the prior 
sessions, there was some new information. For instance, I now know that if anyone asks 
TMAC members to do a public presentation on the work of TMAC, the talking points have to 
be cleared through the FEMA’s Federal Advisory Committee Management Office.  We also 
do not have to stick “to the minute” to the meeting agenda posted in the Federal Register 
although we should be very close to it. This last point is particularly significant for us when 
it comes to public comment periods if we are in the midst of heated discussion. 
 
As noted previously, besides our regular Annual Report, this year we are also fulfilling a 
mandate by the Biggert Waters Act of 2012 to review FEMA’s mapping program to report 
on whether it currently produces technically credible maps based on current specifications 
and standards (which are updated twice a year in May and November), so that the 
Administrator of FEMA can issue a certification to Congress.   
 
TMAC members have been researching and writing about various aspects of the mapping 
program to better understand it and inform our deliberations on this subject.  The vast 
majority of this two-day meeting was spent talking about content to include or not include, 
findings and recommendations that we could all agree on, and the format of this particular 
report. Work on the Annual Report is temporarily on hold for half of the chapters, except 
for five that have content related to the Technical Review.  I am involved in two of those 
ongoing chapters, one on communication and on one the relationship between mapping 
and flood risk awareness. However, there is material that is moving between the two 
reports, with some being cut from or distilled from one to appear in the other, so the 
writing and editing processes are simultaneous and continuous.   
 
We are presently scheduled for a two-day virtual meeting June 6 and June 7.  Anyone 
interested in presenting public comments should look for the announcement in the Federal 
Register, but everyone is welcomed to listen in on our session without commenting.  
 


